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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. 2012 IPWEAQ Excellence Awards Winners 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Logan City Council, Torres Strait Island Regional Council, Townsville City Council and Mackay Regional Council were named winners in the 2012 Institute of Public Works Engineers Australia Queensland Division (IPWEAQ) Excellence Awards in Water Projects at the State Conference Gala Dinner on Friday 12 October.

The Water Projects Awards were sponsored by the Queensland Water Directorate (qldwater) and were judged on the size of the projects. The results:

Less than $1M                                  Torres Strait Island Regional Council - Ugar Island Water Storage and Pumping Compound 

$1M - $5M                                        Logan City Council - Logan Village Trunk Water Main Project

More than $10M                             Townsville City Council – Townsville Wastewater Upgrade Program

Water Innovation Award               Mackay Regional Council – Integrated Demand Management Program

Pat McGuire from Torres Strait Island Regional Council also won the Dawson Wilkie Best Water Paper award for his paper entitled “Applying the Pareto Principle to Remote Community Seawater Desalination on TSI.”  Pat will have the opportunity to present the paper at a national conference of his choosing.

Four public works engineers were also recognised for excellence in their profession.  The judging criteria covered the main areas of Team Leadership, Skills and Professionalism, Body of Knowledge, Cooperation with Others, Interpreting the Community Needs and Excellence in Local Government and Public Works, with the winners announced as follows:

IPWEAQ Woman in Engineering                  Seren McKenzie, Scenic Rim Regional Council

IPWEAQ Young Engineer                              David Griffin, Torres Strait Island Regional Council

IPWEAQ Young Engineer                              Nathan Cunneen, Mackay Regional Council

IPWEAQ Engineer                                           Tony Jacobs, Somerset Regional Council

Stacey Lee from Gold Coast City Council won the overall best paper award for “Good Asset Data can make all the difference – a Gold Coast City Council Experience.”
There were 42 finalists in 17 categories in the 2012 IPWEAQ Excellence Awards.  Awards were also presented for Best Projects with the Overall Winner being Townsville City Council – Townsville Flinders Street Redevelopment.  

qldwater congratulates all of the award winners.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Annual National Water Leadership Summit 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Annual National Water Leadership Summit: 31 October – 1 November, Canberra - Register now 


This Summit is your opportunity to hear water industry Chief Executives, Managing Directors, Senior Managers and Parliamentary Ministers provide their views on challenges and opportunities the sector will face in the coming years. A great line up of guest speakers from around Australia, plus international keynotes including Chew Men Leong; CEO of PUB, Singapore and Christopher Gasson, Global Water Intelligence, UK. Visit www.awa.asn.au/nwls12 to register.  Sponsored by Freehills.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. State Government set to ease South-East Queensland Water Restrictions 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Courier Mail has reported today that residents of the southeast will have water restrictions eased or completely removed as the government moves to pay down its debts and deliver election pledges to reduce water bills to ease cost of living pressures.  

“Treasury officials are understood to be looking at shuffling some $3 billion of debt off the existing water utilities and on to the Government's books.

The new water super supplier, to be set up in January and running by July, would then be debt free. Without debt to service, it would have enough capital to allow water prices to drop and encourage increased consumer use of water.

A spokesman for Treasurer Tim Nicholls said the Government was "yet to decide on a change to the capital structure of the new entity." He insisted the merger would bring "greater efficiencies in terms of water distribution and reduce water bills for residents of southeast Queensland"....

Water Minister Mark McArdle said the Government was "not suggesting water is anything but a precious commodity".

"People have had a responsible attitude to the use of water for a number of years. I believe that common sense will continue into the future," Mr McArdle said.

The full story is available here.
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